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Students and celebrities display  
showmanship skills at the Little 
International Livestock Show.  
See page 4.

http://www.uwyo.edu/uwe/


UW EXTENSION EDUCATORS, 
SPECIALISTS RECOGNIZED 
FOR EXCELLENCE 

Outstanding work and team col-
laboration in University of Wyoming 
Extension received honors during the 
Extension Professional Improvement 
Conference in Riverton last month.

Julie Daniels, Laramie County com-
munity development educator, received 
the Jim DeBree Award. She was recog-
nized for her efforts to provide training 
to elected and appointed board members 
and government.

Daniels spearheaded efforts to devel-
op a multi-year training institute for the 
Wyoming Association of Municipal Clerks 
and Treasurers that allows members to 
obtain the 100-plus hours of training 
required for certification. As institute 
director, she works closely with the asso-
ciation and its international association 
(International Institute of Municipal 
Clerks) to oversee curriculum planning, 
implementation, and recordkeeping. 

The institute’s popularity prompt-
ed the county treasurers to approach 
Daniels about spearheading a similar 
training effort on their behalf.

The Jim DeBree Award is named in 
honor of the retired extension administra-
tor and given to those who demonstrate 
a high level of professionalism, per-
formance, and leadership within their 
program areas and communities. 

Newer Employee Award
Effectiveness in working with educa-

tors in several specialty areas is among 
reasons Albany County educator Brian 
Sebade received the Newer Employee 
Recognition Award.

Sebade was an extension educa-
tor based in Crook County and serving 
northeast Wyoming for four years before 
transferring this year to Albany 
County and working with residents in 

southeastern counties. He has been 
the area chair and served on several 
extension issue teams, including small 
acreage, management intensive grazing 
school, Exploring the Nature of Wyoming, 
Wyoming rangeland plants handbook, 
living with wildfire guide, and Wyoming 
Youth 4-H forestry. 

Creative Excellence Award
Team members who launched a 

program that gets youths and parents 
working together to improve family eating 
and activity received the UW Extension 
Creative Excellence Recognition Award.

BodyWorks in Wyoming program col-
laborators were Melissa Bardsley, Vicki 
Hayman, Mary Louise Wood, and Kimberly 
Fry. Bardsley is the former food and nutri-
tion specialist for Wyoming extension; 
Wood is the 4-H youth educator in Albany 
County; Hayman is the nutrition and food 
safety educator in Weston County; and 
Fry is a 4-H youth educator in Campbell 
County. 

The team developed the program to 
teach Wyoming youths and adults strate-
gies to build lifelong healthy habits.

They have led the BodyWorks 
program since 2012 in Campbell and 
Albany counties – with one 12-year-
old participant, Dillon Andrews, 
garnering dinner at the White House 
after his recipe for Indian tacos  
(bit.ly/recipebydillon) was selected in the 
2015 Healthy Lunchtime Challenge. 

Youths attended the five-week pro-
gram with a parent or grandparent, and 
the kids prepared the meals served at 
each session. Laramie was one of three 
state pilot sites for the program initial-
ly developed by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services Office of 
Women’s Health. 

Julie Daniels, left, community development 
educator in Laramie County, received the Jim 
DeBree Excellence in Cooperative Extension 
Award. Presenting was Uinta County community 
development educator Kimberly Chapman. The 
award is the most prestigious in UW Extension.

Albany County educator Brian Sebade, center, 
received the Newer Employee Recognition 
Award. Extension associate directors Mary 
Kay Wardlaw and Kelly Crane presented the 
honor. Brian was formerly the educator in Crook 
County.

A collaborative team received extension’s 
Creative in Excellence Recognition Award for 
its Body Works in Wyoming program. From 
left, Melissa Bardsley, Vicki Hayman, associate 
director Mary Kay Wardlaw, Mary Louise Wood, 
Kimberly Fry, associate director Kelly Crane.

CALENDAR
December 24–January 1: Christmas 
holiday, winter closure, New Year’s 
holiday, UW offices closed.

CHANGING FACES, CHANGING PLACES
Welcome

• Fitzgibbons, Stacey: Converse County UW Extension, 4-H educator (12/7)
• Powers, Mercedes: Goshen County UW Extension, administrative assistant (11/2)

http://bit.ly/recipebydillon


GRANT FUNDS BUILDING ORGANIC AGRICULTURE 
CURRICULUM AVAILABLE TO ANYONE 

A University of Wyoming faculty member who believes organ-
ic agriculture is often oversimplified and misrepresented has her 
opportunity to correct that by building a relevant student cur-
riculum thanks to a $242,908 Organic Agriculture Research and 
Extension Initiative grant from the National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture.

Randa Jabbour in the Department of Plant Sciences and 
Eric Gallandt of the University of Maine will interview instruc-
tors across the country and use a video of several agricultural 
producers in different regions to create a curriculum open and 
free for anyone to use.

The focus is creating undergraduate and graduate curriculum.
 “A lot of people don’t understand the complexity and the 

rules behind organic agriculture,” says Jabbour, an assistant pro-
fessor of agroecology in the College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources. “I’m excited to introduce the students to that com-
plexity and for them to decide whether or not that’s something 
they want to pursue.”

Organic is only one method of farming among many, she 
notes.

“It’s one opportunity people have,” says Jabbour. “I don’t want 
people to think I’m saying this is the way all agriculture should be. 
This is just one approach to take.”

The project goal is to provide relevant material to instruc-
tors across the country who may not be well-versed in current 
practices and rules for the National Organic Program, she says.

“We hope to fill a niche by giving the resources to those fac-
ulty members who don’t know much about the topic so they can 
address it in their classes,” says Jabbour. “Our goal is to work with 
experts to put together a curriculum that provides high-quality, 
science-based, farm-supported information that can be used 
across the country, even if instructors don’t necessarily have 
strengths in that area.” 

 The project has just started, but Jabbour says she has 
received letters of support from faculty members in 10 states 
saying they want to participate.

Once completed, the curriculum will be in a public Web loca-
tion so other instructors can access the material. 

The curriculum draws from different agricultural regions to 
make the curriculum applicable across the country.

“The idea is to try to give people a better understanding of 
the diversity of agricultural operations in the U.S.,” she says. 
“Depending upon where you go to school, a lot of us teach with a 
regional emphasis because those are examples that are easy to 
include in the curriculum.”

The combination of interviewing instructors and creating the 
farmer video (will include a producer from Wyoming) is to show 
students how different agriculture can be and also what operators 
or producers have in common.

“These are important concepts our students need to under-
stand regardless of where someone farms that are relevant to 
building sustainable agricultural systems,” says Jabbour. 

That portion of the project will demonstrate the depth and 
breadth of agriculture in America and help build a curriculum that 
homes in on critical concepts and skills pertinent to students no 
matter their locations, says Jabbour.

She will teach the modules online in fall 2016, and other 
instructors will test the material in face-to-face classrooms. 

Assistant Professor Randa Jabbour, Department of Plant Sciences in the 
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources

CEREMONY RECOGNIZES 
FACULTY, STAFF

The College of Agriculture and Natural Resources 15th annual 
Faculty and Staff Recognition Reception is 3:30-5 p.m. Monday, 
December 14, in the Wyoming Union Family Room.

Refreshments will be provided. 
Among honors presented are the Lawrence Meeboer 

Agricultural Classroom Teaching Award, the Outstanding Adviser 
Award, and the Outstanding Educator Award. Also presented will 
be the Dean’s Outstanding Staff Award. 

DEPARTMENT OF MOLECULAR 
BIOLOGY SEMINARS
Fridays, 2:10-3 p.m., Animal Science/
Molecular Biology building, room 103

• December 4: “Exploiting Riboswitches to Study 
and Manipulate Bacterial Signaling,” Ming Chen 
Hammond, University of California, Berkeley

• December 11: “The Sweet Tooth of Innate Immunity: 
Lectins as Self/Non-self Recognition Proteins,” 
Gerardo Vasta, University of Maryland



STUDENTS, CELEBRITIES DISPLAY 
SHOWMANSHIP SKILLS

Students and celebrity show-
man matched skills in the 2015 Little 
International Livestock Show Saturday, 
November 21, at the Cliff and Martha 
Hansen Teaching Arena.

The show is sponsored by the 
Block and Bridle Club, and students in 
the livestock fit and show class fit an 
animal of their choice and participate. 
Showmanship was in beef, sheep, hors-
es, and swine, and included student 
round robin competition and a celeb-
rity division. 

To see all the photos, visit here. 

Celebrity division winners
• Beef – Dick McGinity
• Horse – Tate Chamberlain
• Swine – Steve Paisley
• Sheep – Lori Kirk

Novice student winners
(Champion, reserve)

• Horse – Emily Violini (also reserve 
champion round robin); Melissa 
Riley

• Beef – Jenna Baxter (also champion 
round robin); Arianna Ruble

• Sheep – Cooper Stach; Blair Moore
• Swine – Emily Fields; Alex Wittorff

Open student winners
(Champion, reserve)

• Horse – Amanda Mills; Kelsie Dellos
• Beef – Hannah Bugas (also champi-

on round robin); Joey Harris
• Sheep – Taylor Gifford; Jen Jatosky
• Swine – Sarah Dalles; Emilee Elwood 

(also reserve champion round robin)

Joey Harris listens to a 
question from sheep 
judge Zane Machey.

Jenny Ingwerson, left, 
and Anne Leonard in 
celebrity beef showman 
competition.

Left, Jen Matosky, Taylor 
Goddard in sheep show-
manship competition.

Dick McGinity, Mike Day, 
Jenny Ingwerson

UW President Dick 
McGinity won the celeb-
rity beef showmanship 
competition.

Janet Baxter, left, with 
Arianna Ruble. Baxter 
won the round robin nov-
ice competition.

Emilee Elwood in the 
round robin horse show-
manship competition.

Blair Moore waits with 
a sheep used for sheep 
showmanship com-
petition at the Little I 
Livestock Show Saturday.

MORTAR BOARD MEMBERS 
NAME FAMILY AND CONSUMER 
PROFESSORS TOP PROFS

Two professors in the Department 
of Family and Consumer Sciences were 
named “Top Profs” for the academic 
year by members of the University of 
Wyoming Cap and Gown Chapter of 
Mortar Board in November.

Michael Liebman was selected by 
Connor Morton of Casper, and Rhoda 
Schantz was selected by Kaitlyn 
Livingston of Newcastle. 

Members of the senior honor 
society selected professors who have 
made exceptional contributions to 
their success at UW. Membership in 
Mortar Board is based on students’ 

scholarship, leadership, and service. 
Mortar Board members participate 
in projects and activities throughout 
the year, both on campus and in the 
Laramie community.

Rhoda SchantzMichael Liebman DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANT SCIENCES 
SEMINARS
Fridays, 1:10 p.m., Ag C building, room 1030

• December 4: Raju Kandel, Ph.D.  
student defense seminar, agronomy

• December 11: “Summer Research 
in Japan,” Anowar Islam

PUBLICATIONS
These are available online for download from the UW College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources through UW Extension and the 
Agricultural Experiment Station (AES) unless otherwise noted. 

• E3A Series: Irrigation Efficiency
• Rangeland Plants: Wyoming Tough

https://www.flickr.com/photos/uwextension_ct/albums/72157661479184611
https://www.flickr.com/photos/uwextension_ct/albums/72157661479184611
http://www.wyomingextension.org/publications
http://www.wyoextension.org/publications/Search_Details.php?pubid=1879
http://www.wyoextension.org/publications/Search_Details.php?pubid=1878


UW MEAT JUDGING TEAM FINISHES SEASON WITH 
RESERVE NATIONAL CHAMPION HONOR

University of Wyoming Meat Judging team members broke 
team records and posted a perfect score in specifications en 
route to its reserve national champion meat judging team honor 
to finish the fall season.

The finish came at the International Intercollegiate Meat 
Judging contest November 15 in Dakota City, Nebraska. 

Wyoming also had three team members selected to the 
eight-member All-American team, says coach Zeb Gray, who is 
assisted in coaching by student John Lacey of Highlands Ranch, 
Colorado.

Texas Tech won the competition. The UW team posted the 
fifth-highest team score ever, which makes the 2015 team hold 
three of the top five Wyoming team scores, says Gray.

The team lost a tiebreaker to finish second in specifications. 
UW also earned second in beef judging and placings. The team 
was third in lamb judging and fourth in pork judging and reasons.

Three team members were in the individual top 10. Eli Lindsey 
of Taylorstown, Virginia, finished third and won beef judging and 
was second in beef. Beth Lenz, Wray, Colorado, was sixth overall 
and second in pork judging and placings and fifth in lamb judging. 
BW Ochsner of Torrington finished eighth and was second in lamb 
judging and third in reasons with a score that broke the Wyoming 
reasons score, says Gray. 

McKenna Brinton of Jackson finished fifteenth and was 
eighth in overall beef. Erin Hansen of Laramie was ninth-high 
individual in the alternate contest. 

Eight team members posted perfect specification scores: 
Brinton, Taryn Chapman, Cañon City, Colorado, Cole Foreman, 
San Jose, California, Jessie Gunning, Tolleson, Arizona, Hansen, 
Lenz, Lindsey, and Ochsner.

Ochsner, Lindsey, and Lenz were named to the eight-mem-
ber All-American team. Wyoming has only had two previous 
All-Americans, says Gray.

The team had notched another reserve champion and two 
fourth places earlier this season with team members setting team 
records and winning divisions.

The previous reserve champion performance came at the 
American Royal contest in September. Ochsner led the team fin-
ishing as the second-high individual while winning two divisions, 
says Gray.

 Brinton was the seventh overall and won the beef grading 
division. Hansen was fourth in lamb judging. Lenz was fourth in 

placings and fifth in specifications. The team score was the sev-
enth highest posted by a Wyoming team. 

The team finished fourth at the Eastern National contest 
October 3 in Wyalusing, Pennsylvania, and at the Cargill High 
Plains competition November 1-2 in Friona, Texas. Team mem-
bers posted the third-highest total team score and broke its beef 
grading record at the High Plains contest, says Gray. 

The team was led by Brinton, who finished second overall 
with a score that was the third highest in Wyoming history, notes 
Gray. The team also had three individuals finish in the top 10 in the 
alternates division: Lindsey, third; Chapman, fourth; and Foreman, 
seventh.

Team members also included McKenzie Hatch, Kersey, 
Colorado.

Chapman broke the team individual beef grading record, and 
Brinton and Lindsey both had perfect specification scores, says 
Gray.

For more information, contact Gray at (307) 766-5115 or 
zgray2@uwyo.edu.

Members of the UW Meat Judging team who competed at the 
International Intercollegiate Meat Judging contest are, from left, Cole 
Foreman, Eli Lindsey, Erin Hansen, McKenzie Hatch, coach John Lacey, 
Taryn Chapman, McKenna Brinton, Jessie Gunning, coach Zeb Gray, Beth 
Lenz, BW Ochsner

PROPOSALS SUBMITTED
• Kniss, Andrew: $17,250 to Bayer for “Weed Science 

Research and Education Program (Continuation).”

MONIES AWARDED
• Meuli, Mindy: $2,116,675 from Wyoming Department of 

Family Services for “Wyoming Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program Education 2015-2018.”

• Scasta, John: $20,000 from ArchCoal Inc. for “Thunder 
Basin Research Initiative Exclosure Fence Construction.”

mailto:zgray2%40uwyo.edu?subject=


RECENT VIDEOS
(Click to watch.)

• Giant Pumpkin Weigh Off 
• Farm Meets Function
• Trellising Cucumbers
• Selecting and Harvesting Melons
• Pumpkins Squash and Gourds
• Story of Jack O Lanterns
• What is a Potato Fruit
• Indian Corn and Cornbread 
• Sweet Clover
• Introduced Grasses
• Native WY Maples
• Flood Plains
• Overland Trail

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y60odUoKHVo
http://www.farmmeetsfunction.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VzRNwDtJfz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIaxZ-XzibU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDeytVX_Ytw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VglunabAFJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlUruv7xjeA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xV4ZckWTAJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIaKrzzNBwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgTkr3dF458
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wA0YVud5mTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UitlralGStY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpICELcc470

