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Publications
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Solar-powered water pumping systems for livestock, Part 1: Overview and Costs
Solar-powered water pumping systems for livestock, Part 2: When and where do they pay?
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Monies Awarded
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Dhekney, Sadanand: $12,300 from U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute of Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) for “Regulatory Protocols for Current and Emerging Genome Editing Technologies in
Crop Improvement.”
Eberle, Carrie: $6,000 from Crop Research Foundation of Wyoming for “Winter Wheat Variety Trial.”
Galey, Frank: $6,600 from Wyoming Department of Agriculture for “Potato Certification Association of
Nebraska Potato Inspections and Seed Potato Certifications in Wyoming.”
Miller, Myrna: $31,000 from USDA NIFA for “National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN)
Testing.”
Scasta, John, and Jeffrey Beck: $40,000 from Bureau of Land Management for “Adobe Town HMA Horse
GPS Collar Project.”
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Proposals Submitted
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Eberle, Carrie: $17,004 to Dow Chemical for “Dow AgroSciences Sponsored Projects,” $1,200 to
MillerCoors, LLC for “Miller Coors Malting Barley Variety Trial,” and $700 to Syngenta for “Winter Wheat
Variety Trial.”
Lake, Scott, and Douglas Zalesky: $15,294 to ABS Global Inc. for “Impact of PAP Score on Feed Efficiency
and Feedlot Performance in Yearling Bulls.”
Larson Meyer, Enette, and Brenda Alexander: $54,231 to National Pork Board for “Does Sun Exposure
in Pigs Enhance the Vitamin D Content and Health Benefits of Pork Products.”
Nathanielsz, Peter, and Jorge Figurera: $1,118,301 to National Institutes of Health (NIH) for “Maternal
Obesity and Offspring Adipose Tissue Function.”
Scasta, John, S. Arispe, L. Henderson, M. Stephenson, B. Schultz, and B. Allred: $248,729 to Utah State
University for “Western Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education: Engaging Ranchers to Address
Livestock Distribution Problems through the Innovative Use of GPS Tracking and GIS Technology.”
Stump, William: $21,000 to Bayer for “Investigations in Disease Management for Wyoming Crops,” and
$26,000 to Kansas State University for “Great Plains Diagnostic Network – Wyoming Component.”
Tekiela, Daniel: $15,600 to Bayer for “Effective Control of Rangeland Weeds Using Herbicides.”
Wall, Daniel: $1,765,040 to NIH for “Kin Recognition and Outer Membrane Exchange Regulate Social
Interactions in Myxobacteria.”
Wall, Daniel, and Oleg Igoshin: $476,313 to National Science Foundation for “Cell Contact Control of Kin
Groups and Coordinated Motility in a Social Bacterium.”
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Calendar
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
December 9: College of Ag & Natural Resources Winter Commencement, 4 p.m. in the A&S Auditorium.
December 23-January 2: Christmas holiday, Winter closure, New Year’s holiday, UW offices closed
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Department of Molecular Biology Seminars
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Fridays, 2:10-3 p.m., Animal Science/Molecular Biology building, room 103 –
December 9: “A General Synthetic Gateway to Study the Function of Protein Phosphorylation,” Jesse
Rinehart, Yale University

5

Changing Faces, Changing Places
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Welcome:
Kern, Jessica: Cent$ible Nutrition, project coordinator assistant (10/24)
Farewell:
Cook, Lori: Communications & Technology, office associate (12/2)
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4-H meat judging team places fifth nationally
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
The
Niobrara
County
senior 4-H
meat
judging
team
captured
fifth at the
National 4H Meat
Judging
Contest
October 18
in
Manhattan,
Kansas.

From left Angelina Bannan, Amber Jensen, coach Tammie Jensen, Kylie Strauch

The team of
Amber
Jensen,
Angelina
Bannan,
and Kylie
Strauch
placed
fourth in
retail cut
placings
and
reasons,
fifth in
retail cut
identificatio
n, seventh
in oral
reasons,
and tenth
in total
placings.

“The group earned the right to represent Wyoming after being named State Reserve Champion 4-H Meat
team at the state contest in April,” says coach Tammie Jensen. The national contest was part of the 2016
American Royal Livestock Show and Rodeo in Kansas City, Missouri.
Wyoming’s top competitor, Amber Jensen, earned seventh overall with 708 out of 750 possible points. After a
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first in retail cut identification and a perfect score of 300, a tiebreaker brought her a third place ribbon.
Jensen was seventh in the beef division and ninth overall in oral reasons.
Bannan tallied 662 points to place 20th overall. She was recognized for a fifth place tie in retail cut placings
and ranked 13th in retail cut identification.
Strauch gathered 644 points to place 30th overall. She earned 19th in retail cut placing and reasons.
Fourteen teams and 54 individuals from across the U.S. competed. Wyoming tallied 2,014 points to gain its
top-five spot. Texas won the contest with 2,150 points. North Dakota was second with 2,121, Kansas third
with 2,028, and Tennessee fourth with 2,021.
Jensen says she and the team members attribute much of their success to University of Wyoming meat lab
manager Kelcey Christensen.
“The practices he offered were outstanding,” she says. The group also practiced at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, Okla.
Their trip was sponsored by Farm Credit Services of America, Wyoming Meat Processors Association, and
the many donors to the Niobrara County 4-H Judging Team Fund.
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Top-five finishes distinguish UW horse judging
team
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
The
University
of Wyoming
2016 horse
judging
team
wrapped up
its fall
season with
strong
finishes in
October at
the All
American
Quarter
Horse
Congress in
Columbus,
Ohio, and
at the
American
Quarter
Horse
World
Champions
hip
Collegiate
Contest in
As organizers of the AQHA World Championship Show point out, collegiate competition is a chance for horse
judging teams to take home “world champion bragging rights.” Pictured at the world show with their medals are, November
from left, Alanna Gudmonson, Rayne Benson, Anna Bertani, coach Jenny Ingwerson-Niemann, Ryan Fralick, and in
Anastasia Cunico.
Oklahoma
City,
Oklahoma.
“The team’s hard work and practice paid off,” says coach Jenny Ingwerson-Niemann. Team members are
Rayne Benson, Laramie, Anastasia Cunico, Parshall, Colorado., Alanna Gudmunson, Cheyenne, and Ryan
Fralick, Hayden, Colorado. The team was supported by teaching assistant Anna Bertani, a UW team alumna
from Joliet, Illinois.
University of Wyoming horse judging contestants competed individually in the limited division at the All
American Quarter Horse Congress. In performance, Benson placed 4th and Cunico placed 8th. In reasons,
Benson placed 12th and Gudmuson placed 20th. Benson gained 9th place high point overall individual.
“The team worked hard after Congress to improve their scores for the American Quarter Horse World
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Collegiate Contest,” notes Ingwerson-Niemann. UW placed in the top five in every category for the limited
division.
In halter, Benson placed 2nd, Cunico 6th, and Fralick 8th.
In performance, Benson placed 4th.
In reasons, Fralick was 4th and Benson 16th.
As overall individuals, Benson earned 3rd, Fralick 11th, and Cunico 15th.
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Weston County 4-H educator receives newer
employee honor
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Increasing enrollment and expanding the scope of programming in Weston
County has earned 4-H educator Stacy Buchholz the Newer Employee
Recognition Award from the University of Wyoming Extension.
Buchholz was recognized during extension’s recent annual professional
development conference in Laramie.
She joined the Weston County office five years ago and has either taught or
organized volunteer leaders to teach a number of project workshops ranging
from traditional 4-H projects to new after-school programs.
Nominators cited her collaboration with other 4-H educators and help
conducting a livestock showmanship and fitting clinic for northeast
Wyoming.

Stacy Buchholz
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Washakie County 4-H educator receives UW
Extension’s highest honor
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
A Washakie County 4-H youth development educator recognized for broad
efforts in local, state, and national programming has received University of
Wyoming Extension’s highest honor.
Amber Armajo received the Jim DeBree Award during extension’s recent
annual conference.
In partnership with area adults, Armajo provides educational opportunities
in livestock projects, fabric and fashion, and the Junior Leaders program.
Character Counts education, national 4-H Youth Science Day experiments,
and national 4-H week celebrations are among the programs offered. A
special focus is providing programs for youths from military families.

Amber Armajo

In a county where census data indicate 398 households include 6- to 17year-olds, Armajo leads a 4-H program that includes more than 300 adults
and children. She is active with the local camp board and ensures 4-H
summer camping programs are widely available. As county coordinator, she
acts as a liaison between UW Extension and Washakie County
commissioners.

Statewide, 4-H touches the lives of more than 10,000 youths and adults each year.
Armajo has served as the chair of the state 4-H initiative team since 2013. She has been involved in
statewide club strengthening and volunteer development and teaches state 4-H judges training and master
4-H volunteer training. She has served as superintendent of the state 4-H dog skill-a-thon competition since
2010 and has served on the Wyoming Agriculture Leadership Council Board since 2012.
A 2008 graduate of the Western 4-H Institute, Armajo has led efforts to support and train newly hired 4-H
professionals in western states. She also participated in the Western Extension Leadership Development
(WELD) program.
An active member of the National Association of Extension 4-H Agents since 2002, Armajo often presents at
the annual conference. She received the Distinguished Service Award in 2010 and the Achievement in
Service Award in 2007 from this national association of more than 3,700 members.
Armajo has completed Wyoming LEAD, the leadership development program for young professionals, and
the Washakie Institute, a comparable local effort, and has served on the planning boards for both.
The Jim DeBree Award is named in honor of the retired Wyoming extension administrator and given to those
who demonstrate a high level of professionalism, performance, and leadership within their program areas
and communities.
Armajo joined UW Extension in 2002 and is based in Worland.
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State 4-H volunteer development specialist
receives national award
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
The National Association of Extension 4-H Agents (NAE4-HA) in October
presented 4-H volunteer specialist Sarah Torbert with the Distinguished
Service Award at its annual conference in New Orleans.
Torbert began her career with UW Extension in May 2016 after working
as a 4-H youth development professional in Wisconsin and Missouri.
Colleagues in Wisconsin nominated her for her commitment to 4-H and
professional improvement and involvement in the Wisconsin Association
of Extension 4-H Agents.
The award recognizes professional attitude and accomplishments,
commitment to professional improvement, and outstanding work in the
field of positive youth development.

Sarah Torbert

The National Association of Extension 4-H Agents is a professional
association for 4-H youth development professionals. The association has
more than 3,700 members.
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Diverse cuisines earn northeastern Wyoming
educator extension award
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
A University of Wyoming Extension nutrition and food safety educator
based in Weston County has received the Diversity Enhancement Award
for her culinary ethnic cuisine series of cooking lessons offered
throughout northeast Wyoming.
Vicki Hayman received the honor during UW Extension’s November
professional development conference in Laramie.
Hayman conducted 21 workshops that included hands-on, applicable
recipes to practice cooking ethnic foods. Sessions highlighted the
cultures of Brazil, China, Cuba, Germany, Greece, Italy, Ireland, Mexico,
and Thailand.
Each workshop focused on the culture of the region in terms of tastes
and dietary habits, food prep, and the symbolism and ritual of a meal.
Vicki Hayman

Based in Weston County, Hayman also serves Campbell, Crook, Johnson,
and Sheridan counties.
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Conservation collaboration prompts award for
UW Extension specialists
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Three University of Wyoming Extension specialists have been recognized for their creativity in helping
establish a market framework that encourages conservation and improves natural resources and wildlife.
Water resource economist specialist Kristi Hansen, community development specialist Roger Coupal, and
water resources specialist Ginger Paige received the Creative Excellence Recognition Award during
extension’s November annual professional development conference in Laramie.
The Wyoming Conservation Exchange began as a grassroots project in the Upper Green River Basin after
landowners and rangeland managers at the Sublette County Conservation District (SCCD) began discussing
how landowners might generate revenue from conservation practices that provide social and natural
resource benefits beyond ranching.
The three specialists, along with SCCD and The Nature Conservancy, received money in 2011 from the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service to explore developing a payment for ecosystem services
program.
The initial conservation exchange focuses on three ecosystem services: sage-grouse habitat, mule deer
habitat, and hydrologic services. Recently, the sage-grouse portion of the exchange has been expanded to
the state level.
The Wyoming Conservation Exchange allows “buyers,” for example energy companies seeking mitigation
credits or organizations seeking habitat conservation, to pay “sellers” (landowners) for management
practices that produce long-term outcomes.
To learn more about the Wyoming Conservation Exchange, see bit.ly/wyomingconservationexchange or
bit.ly/WCEforgood.

Roger Coupal

Kristin Hansen

Ginger Paige
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Big Horn County 4-H educator receives national
award
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Big Horn County 4-H educator Gretchen Gasvoda received the Achievement
in Service Award from the National Association of Extension 4-H Agents
(NAE4-HA) in October at its annual conference in New Orleans.
The award recognizes professional attitude and accomplishments,
commitment to 4-H and professional improvement, involvement in the
Wyoming Association of Extension 4-H Agents (WAE4-HA), and outstanding
work in the field of positive youth development.
Gasvoda began her career with UW Extension as an educator in the
Cent$ible Nutrition Program before making the transition to 4-H in 2011.
“Children and teaching have always been my passion,” notes Gasvoda.

Gretchen Gasvoda

She has adopted four children, been a foster parent to 12, and taught
preschool. Gasvoda is an active member of WAE4-HA and served as
treasurer from 2014-2015.
The National Association of Extension 4-H Agents is a professional
association for 4-H youth development professionals. The association has
more than 3,700 members.
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UW nutrition program instructors recognized for
excellence
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Educators with the University of Wyoming Extension’s Cent$ible Nutrition Program have been recognized
for their efforts to help those who income-qualify eat better for less and to assist the communities in which
they live.
Instructors serving Albany, Big Horn, Converse, Natrona, Niobrara and Platte counties received honors
during UW Extension’s professional development conference in Laramie in November. CNP is a free cooking
and nutrition education program.
Sandra Biller of Albany County received the Educator of the Year Award. Those in her CNP classes have
saved an average of $66 a month spent on food, notes Mindy Meuli, CNP director.
“She is always willing to help out with whatever is asked of her,” says Meuli. “She has helped mentor
students, piloted the food pantry assessment, served as chair of the recruiting and marketing committee and
helped with updating the Marty Moose curriculum.”
Marty Moose is the program’s curriculum for children.
Biller is involved in several community groups helping make the community healthier, established an
agreement with Feeding Laramie Valley and is active in farmers’ markets, Meuli said.
Krista Brown of Casper was recognized for her efforts to strengthen the program. She received the Linda
Melcher Award, named in honor of the person who started the CNP program in Wyoming. She serves
Natrona County.
“Krista is a real asset to CNP,” says Meuli. “She has helped with training new educators, is a positive leader
in the program, is a problem solver and helps guide programming.”
Brown served on multiple committees this past year and divides her time between the USDA’s Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Ed) and the Expanded Food and Nutrition Educator Program
(EFNEP).
Brown’s insights and suggestions are sought-after.
“She is often the go-to person before we implement a new idea,” says Meuli.
Kristy Michaels in Big Horn County received the Community Impact Award recognizing efforts to make
communities healthier, particularly for the low-income audience the program serves.
“Kristy embraced the concept of making environmental changes to help people adopt healthier behaviors,”
notes Meuli. “She was able to partner with multiple community agencies to make a difference in her county.”
A community garden was established through a community coalition of several agencies working to promote
physical activity, prevent youth obesity and improve the overall health of community members.
Meuli said coalition members had working meetings during which they tended the garden. Garden produce
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was used in commodity distribution and given to the Salvation Army and the local nursing home, providing
low-income families and the elderly access to fresh produce.
Mary Evans of Platte County was presented the New Educator of the Year Award. Meuli said Evans went
above and beyond in her first year as a CNP educator.
“Mary graduated 139 adults and tapped into a new audience in her county by offering lessons to Spanishspeaking participants,” she says.
Those in her classes demonstrated a 92 percent positive change in all food groups and decreased intake of
solid fats and added sugars by 184 calories per person, notes Meuli.
More about CNP is at www.uwyo.edu/cnp.

Sandra Biller

Krista Brown

Mary Evans

Kristy Michaels
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Years of Service
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
The following 25 UW Extension and College of Agriculture and Natural Resources employees were
recognized for their years of service during UW Extension’s annual Extension Professional Improvement
Conference (EPIC) presented online throughout the state November 7-9.
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Winter graduation December 9
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Fifty students are expected to walk during the college’s winter commencement Friday, December 9.
Ceremonies start at 4 p.m. in the A&S Auditorium.
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UW Mortar Board names ‘Top Profs’
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Six College of Agriculture and Natural Resources professors were honored as “Top Profs” by members of the
University of Wyoming Cap and Gown Chapter of Mortar Board at the 37th annual Top Prof Night in
November.
Members of the senior honor society selected professors who have positively influenced their lives at UW,
going beyond normal classroom expectations to help students succeed.
“‘Top Prof’ is a great event, as it allows students to recognize the faculty members who have had an impact
on their lives,” says Christine Wade, associate professor in the UW Department of Family and Consumer
Sciences and an adviser to the UW chapter.
Following are the “Top Profs” from the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources and the Mortar Board
members who selected them:

Family and Consumer Sciences
Brenda Cannon was selected by Morgan Hinkle of Riverton.
Alyssa McElwain was selected by Kathryn Curry of Highlands Ranch, Colorado.
Enette Larson-Meyer was selected by Erin Lindorfer of Boise, Idaho.
Michael Liebman was selected by Haley Ehrle of Shiocton, Wisconsin.

Microbiology
Rachel Watson was selected by Joellen Coates of Laramie.

Molecular Biology
John Willford was selected by Rebecca Steinkraus of Laramie.
Membership in Mortar Board is based on students’ scholarship, leadership, and service. Mortar Board
members participate in projects and activities throughout the year, both on campus and in the Laramie
community.
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The Little I
By Tanya Engel | December 2016
Novices and celebrities competed in the 2016 Little International Livestock Show Saturday, November 19, at
the Cliff and Martha Hansen Teaching Arena.
[slickr-flickr tag=”2016LittleInternational” sort=”title” direction=”ascending” descriptions=”on”]
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